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DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Title: Jane Windeyer papers 

Collection dates: 1908-1949 

Creator: Jane Windeyer 

Languages represented: English 

Repository: Rare Books and Special Collections, University of Sydney Library 
https://library.sydney.edu.au/collections/rare-books/  

Extent: 4 envelopes  

Genre and Forms: Correspondence 

Abstract: Small collection of papers and correspondence relating to Jane Windeyer’s 
collection of bookplates held in Rare Books and Special Collections. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 
Provenance 
Transferred to the Library from the University Archives in 1972. 
 
Access 
Rare Books and Special Collections is a closed access collection located on Level 1 of Fisher Library. Please make 
an appointment to use material from Rare Books and Special Collections using the online request form at 
https://library.sydney.edu.au/collections/rare-books/request-form.html  
 
Staff will retrieve the material for you which must be read under supervision in the Rare Books Reading Room. 
You must provide identification (eg, University of Sydney library card, driver’s license, passport) while you are 
using the material. 
 
Copyright information 
The status of copyright of materials described in this guide and other collections of papers in the custody of the 
University of Sydney Library is governed by copyright law in Australia. Special provisions, access conditions and 
restrictions apply governing the use of, photoduplication or publication of the items described. Readers should 
consult with Rare Books and Special Collections Library staff for further information concerning these 
conditions. 
 
Preferred citation 
Jane Windeyer Papers, Rare Books and Special Collections, the University of Sydney Library. 

https://library.sydney.edu.au/collections/rare-books/
https://library.sydney.edu.au/collections/rare-books/request-form.html
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Biographical note 
 
 “Jane Windeyer (1865–1950) was the second eldest daughter of politician and judge Sir William Charles 
Windeyer (1834–1897) and his wife, Mary (née Bolton, 1837–1912), a leading campaigner for women’s rights. 
Born in Sydney, Jane spent much of her childhood living with her paternal grandmother, Maria Windeyer, at 
Tomago, the family estate in the Hunter Valley. Jane was educated privately but – curiously, given her parents’ 
prominent support of higher education for women – never attended university. When her mother died in 1912, 
Jane returned to Sydney and took up residence with her younger sister, Margaret, in Elizabeth Bay. Margaret 
Windeyer (1866–1939) had followed her mother into the women’s rights movement and was an integral 
member of organisations such as the Womanhood Suffrage League and the National Council of Women (NSW). 
Jane and Margaret never married; Jane acted as her sister’s companion and assisted Margaret in her charity 
work. When Margaret died in 1939, Jane catalogued her letters for presentation to the State Library of New 
South Wales (where Margaret had worked as a librarian between 1901 and 1927). Jane was also a collector, 
amassing a collection of approximately 2000 bookplates which was donated to the Sydney University Library in 
the 1940s. She died in Sydney in 1950.” 
 
From the National Portrait Gallery website. Accessed 25/11/19 
https://www.portrait.gov.au/people/jane-windeyer-1865 
 
 
Local Catalogue Headings 
Windeyer, Jane, 1865-1950 
Bookplates, Australian 
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